
The Toughbook T1 is a compact. ultra-light
notebook computer that weighs just 2.4
pounds. Unlike the diminutive Toughbook R1
we reviewed in our last issue, the T1 has
more otUle !.oak and fe.el.oLtludulL~sjze.
Toughbooks. Its 866MHz Mobile Pentium III
proc~ssor and its bright 12.1-inch display
make it a tool for real work. Despite its light
weight, the T1 feels sturdy and very well
made, and it should as Panasonic used the
same materials and design principles
as in its big rugged notebooks. We
liked the T1 's full-size keyboard
and responsive touch pad, but
missed a touchscreen option. An-
other plus: a large power pack pro-
vides excellent battery life. We got up
to four hours.

Ultra-lights from Toshiba, Sharp, Apple
HP, and others. But none 0
T1 's semi-rugged case.
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PDA-style case for it. The T1 changes all that in
subtle ways. While it looks like a larger, more
grown-up version of the R1, it also feels signifi-
cantly sturdier and more businesslike. The all-
magnesium case now sports the same powder
finish as the big, rugged Toughbooks and that
alone makes a big difference. Part of the case

,are ribbed and contoured, making the T1 feel
much more solid. Despite the larger LCD, the dis-
play part ofthe T1 flexes less than that of the R1.
Anyone who liked the size and handiness ofthe
R1 but felt the device was simply a bit too flimsy
should take a look at the T1.lt may look like a larg-
er CF-R1 with which it shares most of its features,.
but it feels more like a handier, lighter CF-72.

So let's take a closer look atthe CF-T1.
Despite exuding a much greater sense of

ruggedness and a generally more businesslike
appearance, the T1 is definitely an ultralight. That
means no such notebook stalwarts as internal
optical drives or a large bank of full-size ports.
There is simply no room for that. If you need to
install software, you use an external optical dri-
ve. That is not to say the T1 is lacking in con-
nectivity. It has two USB ports, a video port, jacks
forthe internal56k modem and 10/100 kbps LAN
adapter, the usual headphone and microphone
jacks, and a Type II PC Card slotfor expansion.
There is also a SO Card slot that can be used ei-
ther for storage or, via a special Panasonic util-
ity, as a system access key. If you decide to use
it, no one can work on your T1 unless the prop-
er SO card is inserted.

In the keyboard and display department, the
T1 makes few compromises compared larger
notebooks. The full-size keyboard is nicely laid
out and has a good feel to it. Alphanumeric and
punctuation keys are white whereas function
and other keys are light-gray, a nice tough for
non-touch typists like myself. The only gripe I
have is with the too small cursor control keys,
an ever problematic area when keyboard space
is at a premium. Like the R1, the T1 has a round
touchpad with the left and right mouse button
wrapped around its lower half. The round pad
may look unusual, as does its metallic pad area,
but it works exceptionally well. In fact, I like it
better than any other touch pad arrangement.
Unlike a growing number of notebooks, the T1
does not have a navigation know sticking out
from the middle of the keys and I found myself
missing it. The Trs 12.1-inch LCD is sharp and
bright, as virtually all LCDs are these days.
Though just as large as the LCDs on the full-size
CF-28 and CF- 72, 12.1 inches is, of course, con-
sidered small by today's standards of 14 and 15
inch notebook displays. As someone who is
used to working with smaller notebooks, I find
it more than adequate for almost any work and
I only miss a larger screen size when I have
many windows open at the same time. The T1's
maximum resolution of 1024x768 pixels is just
right for the 12.1-inch display.
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The Speed Step processor is plenty fast enough
to run Windows XP Pro without annoying wait-
ing and delays, and the Tl's hard disk was de-
void of the annoying clicking sounds of that in
the R1. As someone who despises the great heat
buildup in almost all current notebooks, I was
pleasantly surprised by how cool the T1 ran. This
is one notebook that won't burn your lap.

While some ultralights offer less than stellar
battery life, the T1 suffers no such shortcoming.
like the R1, it uses a beefy battery that snaps into
the back ofthe computer. Its size adds a bulge
to the Tl's otherwise very slender profile. Pana-
sonic cleverly converted this extra width into a
feature by adding two little feet to the left and
right of the battery, thus slightly tilting the key-
board towards you when the computer sits on a
desk. Battery life is exemplary. Depending on the

kind of use, you may get as much as five hours
from a full charge.

Overall, the CF-T1's more grown-up appear-
ance and significantly sturdier housing makes
this new computer certain to have more appeal
to traditional T oughbook buyers than the diminu-
tive R1 had. It may also help Panasonic make ad-
ditional inroads into the lucrative corporate mar-
kets which will appreciate the T1's combination
of performance, features, light weight, and
rugged construction. Those who had a chance
to use it will miss the shortlived Rl's unbeatable
handiness, but the T1 is definitely more of a "real"
computer. I'd like mine with built-in 802.11 b wire-
less LAN instead of having to use up the PC Card
slot with a LAN card that sticks out an inch, but
other than (and perhaps a touchscreen version)
I can't think of a thing I'd change. rbJ


