


TECHNOLOGY

9505 satellite phone ($1495) and
a cooL James Bond-like tripod
for the phone.

Once I installed the satel-
lite phone software-a simple
procedure involving a couple
of clicks on the installer soft-
ware-the phone was ready
to use. All the settings for the
phone were loaded from the
installer. After that, I could get
online anywhere in the world.

The procedure for filing sto-
ries was simple. I would type up
my dispatches for the day in my
e-mail program. Then, I would
click the Connect button on the The
Apollo Emulator window, which Motorola
is the phone software, and wait 9505
to get online. After that, I could satellite
send and receive e-mail and phone was

f b . I my link to theeven sur the We -If was pa- Idwor .
tient. The connection between
the phone and the computer is a other obstacles
decent 19.2 kilobits per second was my best
(Kbps), but the data transfer bet. And there
rate over the Iridium network are no short-
is quite slow. I felt like I was ages of wide-
back in the era of 2400-baud open spaces
modems. But at least it worked, in Iraq. A lot
and I kept reminding myself of the country
that I was e-mailing this column is empty and
from Baghdad by bouncing sig- wild-much of
nals off a series of satellites. Iraq's territory
The CIA would have killed for is uninhabited.
this technology 10 years ago.

I did have trouble with the ser- GPS
vice in the beginning. For some Receiver ']
reason, the phone wouldn't trans- I also had the
fer data to the laptop using a use of a Gar- ' -
dynamic IP address, but the very min GP8map
helpful folks at Iridium set me 768 ($499) receiver. It's about
up with a static address-while the size of a PDA but much more
I was having the laptop spliced useful. Preloaded with maps of
into a Turkish hotel's power grid the region, the device was able
by a bellhop who was also an to pinpoint my location, usu-
electrical engineer-and it has ally to within 20 ft. I was able to
worked like a champ ever since. easily set up way points-and

Be warned that satellite data mark the Kurdish and Arab
checkpoints on the roads-and
planned to use the tracking func-
tion to retrace my steps through
the mountains on the border

transfers are highly susceptible
to poor signals and interfer-
ence. A slight drop in the sig-
nal-which is fairly common,
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between Turkey and Iraq. Alas,
someone was jamming the sig-
nal in the border region and.
according to the 768, I never left
Turkey. But once I was inside
northern Iraq near Duhok, it
started working again. After that,
I was able to save my courses
and retrace my steps if I needed
to. The GP8map 768 also incor-
porates a barometric altimeter
and an electronic compass. Plen-
ty of memory (24MB) means it
can hold lots of Map8ource data.
It's also waterproof and floats.

given the nature of the technolo-
gy---can lead to lost connections.
Luckily for me, the Apollo soft-
ware would automatically redial
and pick up where I was when
I lost the connection. Anything

from slight overhead cover to
poor weather conditions to

the presence of other satel-
lite transmitters, such as

the forest of transmitter
dishes you might find

in the media circus at
the Palestine, could

disrupt the signal.
I eventually dis-

.-. -----

getting out
in the open

away from
powerlines,

buildings
and

Videophones
What I didn't have (or need) was
one of the state-of-the-art video-
phones that the major networks
use. With the combination of a
video camera, a satellite phone
and the THI videophone ($7950)
from 7E Communications, I could
have broadcast the herky-jerky
video that viewers of CNN, Fox
and other networks have come to
associate with war reporting. The
THI is a lunchbox-size device
that the phone and the camera
plug into. It compresses the vid-
eo from the camera and transfers
it to the phone, which sends it up
to a satellite at 128Kbps. While

covered thi'lt

nowhere near broadcast quality.
the THI can get the pictures to
the viewers from anywhere cor-
respondents are able to lug the
9-pound box and get some pow-
er. (In the field, car batteries are
a favored source of juice when

no generators are present.)

Bottom Line
So there you have it. For about
$5200, plus an adventurous spir-
it, some pluck and a lot of luck,
anyone can become a mobile
wire service. While I wouldn't
recommend walking into a war
zone unprepared, I'm living proof
that in-the-field journalism has
entered the Internet Age. 1M
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