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Panasonic's Tuughhunk
50 Is Great For On-

Board Entertainment
Or "Business To Go"
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By T e llew

clays tenele dvver needs ro be com-

pruter sy, Mot w long apo, if von

were a e dever, and oan ok
mieehanic, vou lad all the skalls vmeeded o
sceeed ay o trocken, However, i today's
Ui l.'|'||'|'|.'| T, 1].1. VITHEE a4 TIH H.J'i.'] HELR
sl od compuiter slall s s the price of
adimission toche busiuess world,

Althongh rhere are many eraining ands
availuble w belp the nes user learn some
acvanced skells, the best way e learn about
conputers 15 ro gumpon feer firsr and by
e, Even thie Dest training is e substinone
foor Bancls-im esperionce.,

Fuor the trucleer, malile comporers are the
nataral cliotve, Taking icwitl vow allows fo
catching upam paperwaork while waing tor
a lumd, or sencing e mail home trom the
road. Many of today’s laptops are as capa
bile as most deslerape, so there's no longer a
erade-off between speed and poreabiling

lov ke certain, matching the speed of a
desbrop PO with o portable will come with
an inercase 1o price, Converence 15 anoth-
er factor for the compurer-commuter, By
using o portable, wherever you rake the
maching, all of your files and sullbware are
with o,
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Portable PC designs are loosely
divided into four categories
based on size.

Ihe laprop PO wall generally bave a full
size hevboord and is heavy enough chat
vou'd certainly potice il vou carried oue
arcund all day.

Sunewhal more p-url.'llrir are the nnre-
hook I machines that reduce theic siee by
climinating some components and com-
pressing the keybooard slightly. Uinless you
are one of thoge rare few individuals that
v joe Last, wsing all ren finpers, the smaller
kevhoard i vomually unnotcebls

Another pronp of porzables thar has been
aroind the Leyages Ior Many years, 1I'Ii|.1IF'-|:-'
recently become a serious contender, are the
hand-held or “palmrop” compurers. These
urits shiare some of the designs and sofrwars
with the larper notchooks and lapuops, but
ave moce Jilke a distant consin than a hede
brothen Palimops iregquently operare wirk-
ot 4 keyboard, using a pen and touch-
sereen lstead: Another difference i thar the
paimmps are typically linied o h.t'.lng W
sinple applicanion, hke cxpense rracking or
NEVIEALoN, TUNRING 3T ONe Nme.

As mobile PC provessor speed and other

COTTRINED OH 12




L

W Enn kel Gam

aver S_tory

Coontinued T page 10

techimeslopy B inpesved, o fourrth CArepo
v has emerged inothe market over the last
few v, The “deskrop replicement™ ™.
as the name miplics, olfers nearly every fe
e availalbile v deskrop 10, T all inoa
preartibsle packape,

Warh deskiop-siecd LOD sereen, it
ple diives and mteprated modemd AN
card, abont che only diing missing on a
deskrop seplacement 1M 15 the separare
ke mameric keypad noemally fonnd
alomg the vighy side of 3 typical deskiop
Levbuard. Fyen so. il you'll be makme
several Auileric eatries, Most current poria:
Bles, including the deshtop replacement
PCa. alloow part ol die main * alpla-numer
™ kevbound w be ssed inoa 10-key mode
alter pressimga function kev,

loaking al anocher aspect, it you're cor-
Lain that your portable will never come ta
any physical barm, then nearhy any unit is
steong enough. Heswever, i vou can fctire

12 Highwsay Seung

thiwmr eecamonally shiding oneo the truck
flovar, being curried inoand oot of several
trucks, or st penerally being “really™ nsed
mn.a TI"Ih"imJ; ciivirenment, then the cun
stiuction of the frame and case are impoe-
tant, lawkily, there are
prortables available mday
The subjecrof Our newest equipment test
hrings rucker- frendly rupgediation, 1 well
a» the office-ready features of a deskrap
replacement, into & state-of-the-arn mobils
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PL Panasonics Tooghbook 50 s the world’s
first semi-rugged 1.9GHz norchook. con-
puted with an ulera-baph-resolution, 13-mch
aetive marmy soreen, durable and remavabile
hard drive, firewire (EFE 1394) SUPMOTT, 34
well as an inteprared t wrpw drives LAN card
and modem

Measuring 128" x 10.97d x 1.85"h,
and werghing in ut a hefry 7.7 pounds, the
loughbook 50dsn' 3 PC that you'd wanr ro
Hearry” all day long, bur if rop-nf-che line




wner Operators:

puerforintiee and AE=COr pronse fearires
A ipareant te yon, s defimrely wentl g
weight, Optiooal upeeades include inteprar.
edd WAFTES02, T11) wireless LAN capa bility,
andd an meegeated Somaer Card™ pender

Brecause many wockers use their mobile
PCs aen by For rormings business sol|wire,
bur alsa lor on-board entertainmenr, rhe
huge sercen and o high-end praphics Process
soran the Touglibeok S0 make it oy capahle
for prlirviigg TOWEY o ies or WILWANG PicLures
fresm home, as i is for balancing tie books
or fincing the nest lead,

As informarian secunry has becomne an
tereasingly importane concern, comven
tinnal wisdom savs the best way 1o secure
the daga an wnobile computer is 1o remeove
the hurd drive whenever the compuorer is el
unarrencled, On miose mebile P the
removable hard drve is 50 hard mworeach,
st users are andikely 1o take chis precau-
rar. The Toughbaak 50% shock-mamted
AOME hard drive can casily be removed and
replaced with one hand,

i

T be cerrain, there are less CRPCIISIVE
mahile PCs avanlable on the macker resd 1
but noe warh the power of the Fenighilaok
ML nore with Panasomcs reputation fo
rigged durabiling. Police, fire and milivar
users aronnd the world rely on Toughbaok
computers for mission critical perfarmance
i enviennments that wonld render most
computers unugahble

I standard trin, (e Tonghbook 50 fea.
ruresa Mobile Ineel Penriun 4 1200 7\
Provessona 157 16005 1200 1UNGA TFT
Acrive-Marriy Color 103 srreen, 236ME of
RAM memorn: a2 H00G8B hard drive; an e
wrared I-E(’J]'\p:n' disk drive, and a combinarnian
DVDCD-RW drive i a hot-swap drive b,
all for an i
LI55.5.714.00,

stay wned to | lighway Bound’s Digiral
Driver column, as well as compurer cover-
age in vur other pihlications, Dirving Foree,
EPM, and Big Rig Owner When vur rest of
the Toughbook 30 scomplere, we'll be back
with a follew-up review,

estimated srreer price  of




